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TWO MORE RECENT C.A.W.M.C. MEMBER DEATHS: 

I am sorry to announce the passing of two more long-time CAWMC members, Alf Wrigley 
(CAWMC #R179), who died in May 2005 and Viktor Vidmar (CAWMC #R317), who died in Nov. 
2004. CAWMC member and Calgary Numismatic Society (C.N.S.) member Neil Probert has 
forwarded to me brief memorials of Alf and Victor. Both were members of the C.N.S. 

ALF WRIGLEY 

We were all saddened to learn of the passing of a long time member of the C.N.S., Alf Wrigley, just 
two weeks short of his 92"! birthday. Alf was born in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan in 1913 and had a 
long career with the Federal government. He joined the CNS in 1978 and was very active in 
researching Alberta numismatics. He authored a number of books on treasure hunting and metal 
detecting and in 1986, with CAWMC member Eric Jensen, published a book on Alberta medallions. 
He gave a number of presentations to the Calgary club and received the Donald D. Paterson Award in 
°°. Alf owned and operated ‘A. & A. Hobby Helpers’ in Calgary, for many years. He issued over 25 

“wooden nickels’ to promote his business. He was always a great wooden money collector supporter, 
over the years. Alf was presented with a CAWMC ‘Certificate Of Achievement’ at last year’s 
CAWNWC general meeting, in Toronto, for his contribution to the hobby of wooden money collecting. 
He obtained ‘woods’ and ran auctions for many years, so that all collectors could obtain woods. 

VIKTOR VIDMAR 

It is with great sadness that the club learned of the sudden passing of long time CNS member Viktor 
Vidmar. Viktor joined the CNS in 1976 and was always a valuable supporter of the club. He regularly 
attended meetings and helped out at the coin shows wherever possible. He was always eager to help out 
at coin shows, share his numismatic knowledge with other members and enjoyed taking part in the 
Show and Tell portions of the regular meetings with some treasure from his collection 

Condolences go to the families and friends of both Alf and Viktor. 


AN ALASKAN CHALLENGE: 

The Alaskan Chronicle by David Phillips continues this month. Somehow, your editor managed to 
get David’s articles out of the order in which he submitted them to me. For that, I apologize to him, and 
so I now have to backtrack to the Ketchikan, Alaska article, which was referred to in last month’s 
Juneau, Alaska article. At the end of this month’s Ketchikan article, David sends out a CHALLENGE. 
I appeal to any collector out there who has one or more Ketchikan, Alaska woods to respond to this 
challenge by contacting either myself, or David with your finds. Even if you have only a few (or a lot), 
@” just might have something of which David is unaware. Let’s hear from you. David can be reached 
4689 10" Ave. Port Alberni, B.C. Canada V9Y 4Y1. 
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C.A.W.M.C. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT JULY 2005 
CANADIAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION CONVENTION: 

By the time you receive your August “Timber Talk’ newsletter, this & 
Garry Braunwarth — 1975-1977 convention and our annual CAWMC breakfast and general meeting 
will be history. Hopefully there will be lots of news come out of this 
meeting. At this time, it appears that your editor will be unable to 
attend so will have to rely heavily on others for any information. I 
also hope someone takes a camera to capture the special moments. 
Remember, our CAWMC breakfast and general meeting is on 
SUNDAY, JULY 24" at 8:00 a.m. 


PAST PRESIDENTS: 


Victor Hall — 1977-1979 
Don Robb — 1979-1981 
Stan Clute — 1981-1983 


Neil Probert — 1983-1985 

DID YOU KNOW THAT: 

Norm Belsten — 1985-1991 1. CAWMC member GEORGE FRASER tumed 95 years young 
ee. : on May 24” 2005. Congratulations George. 

Geeta ercas se” 2. CAWMC President NORM BELSTEN became a Great 

Grandfather recently when Jocelyn Marie Clement was born on April 

21* 2005. Congratulations Norm. Norm made a wood for the 

occasion and it is shown here. I’m informed that there are no more 

available for distribution. 


Lou Vesh — 1995-2001 


Earl Salterio — 2001-2003 
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CAWMC OFFICERS ON ue, 
re) ARRIVED Pp. 
President: NORM BELSTEN — APR. 21st mM 
Vice-President: DAVE GILLESPIE 2005 
Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: 12:26am 
AL MUNRO O 9Ib 10z a 
Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: i Eme™® 
EARL SALTERIO 


Elected Members of the Board of Governors: 
BOB BROWN, RUSSELL BROWN, 
WAYNE GILLCASH, LOU VESH 
JAMES WILLISTON. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON 


Fund Raiser: LOU VESH 
Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO 


FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH: 


This month’s free wood has been donated 

DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of by Lou Vesh of West Guilford, Ontario. The 
og ihe ain eased Mat wood needs no explanation from me as Lou 
describes it all in his “My Wooden Nickel’s 
Worth” on the next page. The name side of 

the wood is red/black/green in colour while 

the ‘150’ side is blue/gold in colour. Many 

thanks for this donation, Lou. & 


Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds 

United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds 

International Members Rate (outside of Canada and 
U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds 

Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 


Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. ‘M’, Calgary, 
AB, Canada T2P 3C1 
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MY WOODEN NICKEL’S WORTH.................. mctertia by LoaVch 


about as silly as they come. _ It does, however, have a special meaning to Yvonne and myself. 


Always looking for a reason to strike a wooden nickel. this one would appear to be just 


Given that Yvonne is a cancer survivor of 
several years, and that | was diagnosed 

with coronary artery disease back in 1985, 
we feel pretty lucky to still be prancing 
around, hence the four leaf clover on side 
one. We use the total of our two ages 
because it's comical and sounds more 
impressive. The period is effective only 
between March 12/05, (Yvonne's birthday) 
and July 25/05, (the day before my birthday), 
after which our ages will total 151. To say 
that we are 150 years old at this time is, however, just the accepted numerical terminology of 
our language. In reality, the total of our two ages reached 150 years back around November 
18 or 19, 2004, when our ages were 75 years 8 months and 74 years 4 months. That’s when 
we were 149 years and 12 months, or......150. We may be 151 already but I'm not even going 
to try to figure that one out. I'm already getting a headache. ‘Nuff said. (fife: Nwvorth70) 
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NEW WOOD: 

C.A.W.M.C. member Paul Johnson has been involved in 
numismatics for many years as his newly issued wood will attest. Paul 
has already distributed a few of his woods and no doubt will be 
distributing more at the upcoming Canadian Numismatic Association 
convention in Calgary. The Peterborough Lift Lock image on the reverse 
of Paul’s wood is significant to him as Paul was living in Peterborough 
when he first got involved in numismatics. The wood is blue in colour 
on both sides. 

Paul is currently chairman of the C.N.A. Educational Committee and 
was responsible for coordinating the creation of the CNA/NESA 
correspondence course ten years ago, launched at the C.N.A. convention 
in Calgary in 1995. He is doing the same thing, once again, for PART 
TWO of this correspondence course. The Part Two launch will take 
place at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday July 23 at this year’s C.N.A. convention 
in Calgary. In this correspondence course, there is a section on ‘wooden 
money’ collecting. 

Congratulations on this accomplishment, Paul, and on your 40 years in 

umismatics. 


& JOHNSON ‘¥, 
» Markham, Ontario — 
©  CNALM-159 4H 
me ANA 70743 

Peterborough- Markham 
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AN ALASKAN CHRONICLE -— by David ‘Rusty’ Phillips - continued 
KETCHIKAN -— the farthest south (technically, also the farthest east) in Alaska wood. 

This town of 14,500 is located on the western coast of Revillagigedo Island, which is just off a 
the mainland of the southern most part of the Alaskan Panhandle (see map at end of article). 
The name, Ketchikan, is the white man’s version of the Tlingit Indians name for the location — 
Kitschk-hin, or, Katch Kanna — which roughly translates as “Spread wings of a Thundering 
Eagle”. This came from the eagles frequenting the location, as a salmon-bearing creek flowed 
here. 

The ‘modern’ history of Ketchikan starts about 1883 when first a salmon saltery, then a 
salmon cannery were built. Slowly but surely people moved into the immediate area, largely 
because of the fishing, but also due to some mining activity and some lumbering. In 1900, with 
the population then at 800, the Town was incorporated. 

After that, fishing, some mining, lumbering, and in 1954, a Pulp Mill, brought the town’s 
population to its present numbers (although the Pulp Mill has recently closed down and both the 
lumber industry and the mining activity have declined dramatically). 

Due to the steep and rugged terrain prevalent on the west coast, roads here are limited in 
number and length. (eg. no access to the ‘outside’, and limited access in the immediate area.) 
Indeed, some of the Town is built out over the water on pilings, particularly the historic “Creek 
Street”, with its restored bars and bordellos area of old Ketchikan. 

Today, Ketchikan is the first stop of the hundreds of Alaska Cruise Ships that cruise from 
Vancouver or Seattle to Alaska, from May through to September. Tourism is the big industry 
nowadays. Upwards of 500,000 visitors a year disembark at Ketchikan to tour the town and é 
immediate area, visiting the many Native Heritage sites: Totem Bight State Historical Park, 
Saxman Native Village, the Totem Heritage Center Museum, and many interesting stores and 
shops throughout the town. If you have not done an Alaskan Cruise, consider doing so! The 
area is fascinating both for its scenery and for its history (not to mention the opportunity to 
acquire wooden tokens along the way...). 

I have identified 31 different wooden tokens emanating from Ketchikan. In 9 of these 
issues, there are varieties, resulting in an additional 20 woods. The end result — a total of 51 
woods from Ketchikan! ! 

I have chosen to illustrate 10 different woods. These were all part of the Chamber of 
Commerce promotion in 1988. In all cases, the obverse is the same (see top wood on 
illustration page eg: ‘Jake PRIDE in Ketchikan, Alaska’). Fortunately, ‘Nancy’s Ketchikan 
Jewelers 10% Off’ included the date, or we wouldn’t easily know when these were all produced 
and distributed. | 

I am deliberately not listing the other 21 Ketchikan woods, as I want readers to send 
photocopies of the Ketchican woods they have to our Editor. My reason for this Challenge is 
threefold: 

1) to enhance some interaction with readers & the Timber Talk monthly bulletin. 
2) to enlarge the knowledge of us all. 
3) specifically, to see if readers have a Ketchikan wood I don’t know about... & 

Please respond to the ‘Challenge’. Wood photos and map on page 5. | 
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An Alaskan Chronicle: ‘Wood Photos and Map — from page 4’ — by David ‘Rusty’ Phillips 
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SNIPPETS OF THE C.A.W.M.C. PAST:- SOME C.A.W.M.C. FIRSTS: -by R. Kingdon continued 

Last month, I talked about the First Chapters of C.A.W.M.C., namely the Southern Ontario 
Chapter and the Calgary and District Alberta Chapter. A third, very active group of ‘woodies’, 
was operating in the Maritimes. Whether this Maritime, Canada group can be called a 
‘Chapter’ of C.A.W.M.C. or not is somewhat open to dispute. In reading old newsletters, I can 
find no indication of any Formal Chapter being announced, but there are several references to 
‘woodies’ of C.A.W.M.C. being well represented at each Spring and Fall Rally of the Atlantic 
Provinces Numismatic Association’s shows. Maybe someone out there can better clarify this. 

The closest I can get to finding evidence, in the newsletters, of a Chapter being formed, 
would be the Atlantic Provinces Regional meeting held on May 10", 1981 at the Keddy’s 
Motor Inn in Fredericton, New Brunswick. The write-up of this meeting (see page 1 of the July 
1981 newsletter) is made to sound like a Chapter Formation, but it is my belief that the 
members of this wood token collecting group, which came to be called the Atlantic Provinces 
Wooden Money Association, simply had many C.A.W.M.C. members also as members of their 
Atlantic organization. Attending this May 10, 1981 meeting were the following 15 people: 
Norm Wells, Glenn Rodger, Ian Graham, John O’Brien, Wallace Moase, Cora Taylor, Stanley 
Brown, Roger Dixon, Mike Flynn, Mark McLaughlin, Aubrey Leslie, Leonard Hood, John 
Regitko, Ray Gregory and Howard Dyer. Most of these people have issued wooden tokens, 
over the years, as their names often appear in our official Canadian Wood Listing. 

To confuse this matter a little more, is an entry in the 3" Edition of “Wooden Money Of 
Atlantic Canada” (published in 1996) by Glenn Rodger and David Taylor, page 2, which 
reads: “The A.P.W.M.A. wooden nickels were issued to commemorate the 25" Anniversary of ee 
the Atlantic Provinces Wooden Money Association, organized in Halifax, Nova Scotia in 
1965.” If this A.P.W.M.A. was organized in 1965, this would seem to say that this wooden 
token organization was up and running long before C.A.W.M.C. was even conceived. I wonder 
if that quote is correct and, in fact, was meant to read: “.....the 25" Anniversary of the Atlantic 
Provinces Numismatic Association, organized in Halifax, Nova Scotia in 1965.” I show here a 
couple of woods that would seem to suggest this. 

Regardless, this ‘Atlantic Provinces Wooden Money 
Association’ was a very active and thriving group, in its time, as 
the Association even had its own newsletter called “Atlantic Tree 
Talk”, which was mailed out three or four times a year. I believe 
this group no longer meets. 

So much for Chapters Of CAWMC! There are several other 
FIRSTS for CAWMC that I will simply attempt to list. 

-Our FIRST CAWMC Honourary Life Member was Norm 
Wells, who was presented with this honour at a ‘wood meeting’ 
held at a Toronto International Coin Fair (TICF) show, on Nov. 
22, 1986. One can understand why Norm received this award as 
he was a driving force in CAWMC for many years. Norm passed 
away in June of 1988. 

More ‘snippets of history’ next month. 
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